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GREEN ARROW: THE LONG- 

BOW HUNTERS #1: 
First in a three-issue Prestige Format, 
painted-color series from artist extraor- 
dinoire Mike Grell! Facing their own 
mid-life crises, Oliver Queen and Dinah 
Lance stand between the C.I.A. and o 
violent gang of drug pushers! 


SHADOW #1: 

This instant hit series picks up 
where the mini-series left off introduc- 
ing a new group of characters. Unfor- 
tunately, it looks like the end of the 
line for some old ones! By Andy Helfer 
and Bill Sienkiewicz with a painted 
cover too! 


OUTSIDERS #22: 

The Outsiders fight Strike Force 
Kobra to a finish you'll never expect! 
From Mike W. Barr and Jim Aparo. 


VIGILANTE #44: 

With the streets flooded with 
crack, Vigilante must stop an epidemic 
from turning into a plague! By Paul 
Kupperberg, Dave Cockrum and 
Rick Burchett. 


ELECTRIC WARRIOR # 

A Doug Moench, Jim Baikie and 
Dennis Janke extravaganza as the 
Electric Warrior fries to turn the city 
into a citadel in time to face the 
invaders’ assault! 


LEGION OF SUPER-HEROES. 
#37: 
In the first of a four-part Superboy 


crossover story, the Legionnaires want 
to battle the Time Trapper but wind up 
as guests of Superboy in Smallville, 
U.S.A.! By Paul Levitz, Greg LaRocque 
and Mike DeCarlo with a Steve Lightle 
cover. 


WATCHMEN #11: 

Revealed at last! The origin of 
Ozymandias in the series’ penultimate 
issue! Another classic from Alan Moore 
and Dave Gibbons. 


DR. FATE #2: 

Marc DeMatteis, Keith Giffen 
and Dave Hunt weave o mystical tale 
as Eric Strauss becomes the new Dr. 
Fate only to be vanquished by the 
Lords of Chaos! 


INFINITY, INC. # 
Skyman a captive—in Peru? 
Plus: The secret of Jonni Thunder's 


thunderbolt! By Roy and Dann Thomas, 


Vince Argondezzi and Tony DeZuniga. 


NEW TEEN TITANS #34: 
All-out action as the Titans take 
on the Hybrid which means that 
somebody's got to lose! By Marv 
Wolfman, Ed Barreto and 
Romeo Tanghal 


QUESTION #7: 

The gambling boss wants to 
retire, but con The Question help him 
cut a deal before the mob cuts him 
down? Must reading from Denny 
O'Neil, Denys Cowan and Rick Magyar 
with a Cowan/Sienkiewicz cover. 


E. Nelson Bridwell 
1931-1987 


E. Nelson Bridwell passed 
away on January 23, 1987, and 
it’s going to be hard to imagine 
DC Comics without him. 

He was here before I was, 
working as an assistant to 
editor Mort Weisinger on the 
SUPERMAN titles. It's hard to 
imagine someone better suited 
to the task. Mort was creating a 
mythology and background for 
Superman like no one has done 
previously or since. It was 
Nelson's Herculean job to keep 
track of it. 

He knew everything. Every- 
thing. The entire Kryptonian 
family tree. Every character 
whose full name had a double 
“L.” Clark Kent's social security 
number. Once, for a special 
project, I asked Nelson how 
many moons the planet Kryp- 
ton had. He answered with an- 
other question, “You mean 
originally, or when it ex- 
ploded?” He went on to tell me 
with great authority the fates of 
each of that planet's satellites. 

He took a special pride in 
that kind of knowledge. It was 
not trivia to him. He was the 
guardian of a very special leg- 
end, a new American fable, and 
he knew it. He took his work 
seriously. 

Nelson loved comics. I’m giv- 
ing away no secret by telling 
you that. Besides Superman, he 
was especially fond of the origi- 
nal Captain Marvel; the old ECs, 
to which he wrote in many a 
letter of comment; and in par- 
ticular, the work of Walt Kelly. 
He hunted down Kelly’s stuff 
whenever and wherever he 
could. | remember his joy when 
he showed me something he’d 
just picked up at a comics con- 
vention: Walt Kelly's first pub- 
lished comics work. It was in a 
DC comic, no less. I didn’t know 
that. 

I may be giving you the im- 
pression that comics were 
Nelson’s only area of exper- 
tise. Far from it. He was well- 
read, and if there was some- 
thing he didn’t know, he taught 
himself with great verve and 
enthusiasm. He made himself 
into an expert in every field of 
literature he read. Shakespeare 
plays. The pulps. The Oz books. 
Gilbert and Sullivan operettas. 
Once, I saw him and Julie Sch- 
wartz putting their heads to- 
gether to come up with a title 
for a story. “How does that old 
saying go again?” Julie asked. 
“Is it, ‘When a body meets a 
body. .??” 


Nelson replied, “Julie, the 
original line is ‘Gin a body meet 
a body ..?” and went on to 
quote the rest of the Robert 
Burns poem from memory. I 
couldn’t believe what I was 
hearing, so later, | looked it up 
myself. He didn’t miss a word. 

Naturally, Nelson’s interest in 
the field was not limited to 
other people’s work. He was 
quite a scripter in his own right. 
I had the pleasure of working 
with him on a DC series called 
THE SECRET SIX, wherein a 
group of adventurers were 
forced to také orders from a 
mysterious commander named 
Mockingbird. The twist was 
that Mockingbird was in reality 
one of the six. We never re- 
vealed just who. I enjoyed 
those plotting sessions, they 
were good times. It’s to 
Nelson's credit that the series is 
still remembered fondly. (And 
yes, I do know who Mocking- 
bird is. There are no secrets 
from editors.) 

He also created THE IN- 
FERIOR FIVE, a parody book 
that took apart all the clichés 
and conventions of super-hero 
stories. If memory serves, it 
was the first book devoted to 
super-hero satire on a regular 
basis. Quite a groundbreaker, 
considering how many are on 
the stands these days. 

One more story. As you know, 
Superman's fiftieth birthday is 
coming up, so I’ve had to fielda 
lot of questions about The Man 
of Steel. And just as often, I’m 
completely stumped. 

Just this morning, someone 
asked me about the status of an 
old Superman villain; where he 
came from, and what his last 
appearance was. My first im- 
pulse was to pick up the phone 
and ask Nelson. 

Nelson really was invaluable 
... to me, to DC, to the other 
editors, and mostly, to fans, 
whose passion for comics he 
shared, and who will recall his 
work with affection. 

We miss you, Nelson. 

—Dick Giordano 
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Dear Karen, Alan et. al, 

“Exiles” in SWAMP THING #58 was 
quite refreshing. That is unusual for this 
book, which is usually very dark and 


pessimistic and depressing, like some 
terrible tragedy. This issue shows that 
Alan remembers what hope is, but he 
also touched upon the dark side of life. It 
was great to see Adam Strange, the 
“thinking man’s hero” in action (or 
thought, as it were) again and not play- 
ing dumb. | was relieved that Adam 
didn’t fight Swampy again, but listened 
to him, avoiding the old misunderstood 
heroes-fight-each-other gimmick. 

The light side: the people of Rann 
represented the good of humanity, seek- 
ing the best possible world (although 
they have had their violent times in the 
past); Adam and Alanna loving each 
other. It was funny to see Sardath and 
Adam pulling quills from their hands 
after shaking hands with the “Cactus 
Thing.” Was that Alan’s idea or did Rick 
come up with that? Finally, the hope that 
both the planet and the people will be 
fertile again was the hope | mentioned 
earlier. 

Still, | also said the dark side was 
touched upon. The Thanagarians 
represented evil, and their offer to Rann 
acknowledged the long ‘relationship 
between the two planets and the 
current situation of the Hawks’ Shadow 
War. Keela Roo played the serpent in the 
{ironically infertile) garden of Rann, 
pointing out the “harsher realities” of 
life. She points out Adam's “price” for 
being Rann’s monster-fighter. She also 
casts doubt on the fluke accident that 
teleported Adam to Rann in the first 
place. Is Sardath evil for mating two 
superior specimens? Or is it just the 
“harsher reality’’ of a species trying to 
continue its survival? 

Still, I'm intrigued with the idea of 
Swamp Thing in outer space. The 
stories could turn to science fiction (as 
in this issue) or mysticism, or (knowing 
Alan) cosmically metaphysical. Any- 
way, thanks for an enjoyable issue. 

Michael Clem 

308 S. 200 E. Ave. 

Tulsa, OK 74108 

Interesting points, Michael, but we'd 

have to disagree with your assessment 

that the people of Rann represented the 

light side of the story, the good of 

humanity. Alan portrayed the Rannians 

as a sterile, restless people, frustrated 

and resentful of their “Champion's” 

presence. (But, we do definitely agree 

that Adam and Alanna truly and 
passionately loved each other.) 
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Dear Paludium (Latin for “those of the 
swamp’’), 

SWAMP THING #57 and #58 leave 
me with one word. “Wow!” For years, 
I've hated it when Kirk, Reed Richards 
and Superman met aliens who spoke 
perfect English. Though it was a shock 
at first, Mr. Moore’s use of Rannish (?) 
and Thanagarian was a welcome sur- 
prise. Was Rannish based on any 
language, or did you just make up words 
for English equivalents? (Just think: 
Alan Moore—comic book writer and 
linguist. Bet that would look good on a 
resume. Don't get any ideas.) 

And Adam Strange, no longer the 
“gee whiz’ space cadet of yesteryear 
(I've only seen him in DC CHALLENGE, 
which might explain my conception of 
the character). The first few pages of 
#57, in the mall, had me laughing, and | 
was stunned by the ferocity of his fight 
with Swampy. 

Issue #58 was an added bonus, with 
the lack of ads. Mr. Veitch’s use of 
constant settings for rows of panels was 
masterfully executed, especially in 
Adam’‘s conversation with Keela Roo. | 
haven't followed HAWKMAN, so the 
new Thanagarian style had a pronounc- 
ed effect. 

Lest you think me a sycophant 
(couldn’t bring myself to say fanboy), | 
felt that Adam’s conversation with 
Swamp Thing on pages eight to ten 
could have been alittle better if the “gee 
whiz” elements crept back in for a 
moment. But, hey, at least someone’s 
out there to show how comics should be 
written. 

Before signing off, is Mr. Moore con- 
nected, directly or indirectly, with the 
group “Chameleons UK’? | ask because 
of their song, “Swamp Thing,” which 
contains lyrics | think might apply to 
Swampy, but I’m not 100% sure. 95% 
sure, but not absolutely. If Mr. Moore 
didn’t write it, did he inspire it? 

Your humble servant, 
Ron Hogan 

473 Main Street 
Melrose, MA 02176 


“Rannish” was all Moore and nothing 
else, Ron. For another display of Alan’s 
original linguistic talents, go back to 
“Pog,” SWAMP THING #32, for a touch- 
ing, memorable story, and one of my all- 
time favorites. As far as we know Alan‘s 
not connected with “Chameleons UK,” 
but / could bet that he had something to 
do with inspiring their song. 
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Alan-Chat, 

Duss maol qu? Qu fao ael? lu, vier! Ba 
onamao Smalsh-Yegger claab ... duss 
ililoc qu? Ba thom essessen duss maol. 
lu... thosmal! Ililocta-Unulacon /// will 
make me easier to understand. Unfor- 
tunately, Alan, while we were prepar- 
ing to send your copies of SWAMP. 
THING #57 and #58 from Rann to /// 
Urth ul Apic-Zeta /// something must 
have interfered with the beam. Much 
that was spoken by Princess Alanna and 
Adam Strange ended up in Ranagarian 
on Earth and in /// Inglish doh rettel 
/// \seem to be having a problem with 
this communication as well, could the 
Thanaga**** have set up a trans- 
dimensional block of some kind? In any 
event, it is of great importance that your 
Earthly readers (throwback apes though 
they may be) are provided with transla- 
tions of the more difficult vocabulary of 
Rann. It is known to us that many of 
them are continuity conscious and may 
not grasp the majority of the Ranagar- 
ian text. Indeed, the resulting con- 
fusion may obscure the ****TRANS- 
MISSION BREAK**** new menace to 
their world from ********. Please, we of 
the council of Ranagar City urge you to 
help correct this regrettable situation 
/// Tha, tha, obso? 

Thomas-chan leps Ranagar 
(By the way, a great wrap-up to this 
segment of Swampy’s ‘Galactic 
Odyssey."’) 
We could've provided a translation of 
the Rannians' language in the back of 
the book, Thomas, but then you 
wouldn't have had the challenge of 
interpreting it for yourself. (And you did 
just great at it, too.) We wanted to 
convey just how alienating listening to 
an alien conversation would be, as if we 
were all instantly transported to another 
world. 
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Dear Editors: 

SWAMP THING #58, featuring Adam 
Strange and the Swamp Thing, was a 
good story well told. Alan Moore in par- 
ticular seems to have an attention to 
detail, and the ability to come up with 
plausible explanations for features 
earlier introduced as background detail. 
Thanagarians use primitive weapons to 
prevent their enemies from remember- 
ing just how much technology they 
have. Whether that trick works or not, it 
is believable and clever. 

And imagine Adam Strange using fire 
and water in an air battle for an earth 
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elemental. That's covering all bases. 
One small argument, though: from 
Alpha Centauri the constellations would 
be pretty much the same as here. The 
distance between Sol and Alpha Cen- 
tauri is very small compared to the 
distance between either of them and 
most of the other stars. About the only 
difference that comes to mind is that 
instead of having Alpha Centauri in 
what, to us, is the southern sky, people 
of Rann could watch Sol in what we 

would call the northern sky. 

Sincerely, 
Michael N. Tierstein 
1577 East 37th Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11234 
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Karen and Alan, 

Let me state right up front that | am 
writing, not as a Swamp Thing fan, but 
as an Adam Strange fan. | saw that the 
Swamp Thing was going to take a 
vacation on Rann. | thoughtI‘d purchase 
the issue in hopes that the glory of the 
greatest hero from the Fox-Infantino 
team was recaptured. You see, it almost 
never has been. I realize that you guys at 
DC are redefining all of your mainstays, 
but I had hoped this unmatched charac- 
ter would be returned to his original 
form. Alas, it was not so, but that gives 
you an out for explaining differences. 
Let me address a few items. 

First, and most minor, Ithought Adam 
lived on Rann now. When did he get 
returned to Earth? 

Second, the zeta beam isa beam. Isn't 
that what it says? It doesn’t materialize 
at a point on Earth’s surface. Itisa beam 
that flashes down from space. There 
was no need to include the scene in the 
mall. Was that just for a little Porkys 
humor? It was certainly unnecessary 
not to mention unfunny. Adam should 
have met the beam above the mall with 
his jets. Oh, | know, you can say he was 
worried about Australian air defenses, 
but if you think they're tough, you 
should try to sneak a rocket pack on an 
airplane or past Australian customs. 

Third, and most important, Adam 
Strange didn’t use his brain. Recently, 
the Legion was criticized for using brute 
force to solve a problem instead of think- 
ing of a clever solution. | don’t mind 
brute force for heroes. Most of the comic 
stories designed to show how the 
heroes can think wind up looking con- 
trived. Adam Strange is the one hero 
who consistently shunned brute force in 
favor of using his mind in stories that did 
work. To see him once again reduced to 
@ man who thinks with a ray gun and 
who attacks just because someone told 
him to, is a great disappointment. 

There were other differences or mis- 
takes that are more minor. | didn't really 
like the glimpses of alien languages, but 
| can live with it. However, it makes a 
large part of the book unreadable. Then, 
the Adam Strange as ape was a new 
approach, but was not a bad idea. 
Finally, the strange costumes worn by 
Alanna and Sardath when Adam arrived 
were interesting and worthy of a little 
explanation. The famine was a nice 


touch too, if a famine can be nice. 

Oh well, | hope you didn’t mind being 
unloaded on, but | would like to see a 
thinking man‘s hero again. 

Steve Wright 

Rt. 1 Box 137 

Hodgenville, KY 42478 

As we mentioned in last issue’s column, 

Steve, Adam Strange has definitely 

changed. He’s evolved into a tougher, 

passionate, and impulsive character, 

and though he might not act as “typical- 

ly heroic’ as previously portrayed, he 

still possesses many heroic qualities. 

He's (dare | say it) more like you and I, 

more human, and that comes with faults 
and dark sides. 
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Alan, Rick, Alfredo, and Karen, 

SWAMP THING #58, “Exiles,” was 
the usual high-quality work we have 
come to expect and look forward to every 
month from Alan and co. Of course, the 
outstanding element of this issue, and 
the preceding one, was the revitaliza- 
tion of the great DC science fiction char- 
acter, Adam Strange, a guy who | think 
everyone can agree has been molder- 
ing in limbo for a lo-o-o-ong stretch. 
Adam has always been a unique and 
memorable figure, but, unfortunately, 
since the glory days of his original 
travels in MYSTERY IN SPACE, no writer 
has really managed to get a handle on 
him and really make him vivid or pro- 
vocative. 

Now, we have a deeper understand- 
ing of Adam's own feelings—his power- 
ful yearning for Alanna; his devotion to 
his adopted world; his courage and 
perception; and his overwhelming /ove 
of playing Flash Gordon on an alien 
world far from the monotony of Earth. | 
like the way Alan has portrayed Strange, 
emphasizing his ‘‘Everyman”’ qualities, 
making him less of a mighty star 
warrior. Adam a la Moore is no genius, 
no wizard with gadgets or miraculous, 
world-saving strategies. He is im- 
pulsive, prone to act, sometimes 
without fully considering what he is 
confronting; for example, in the last 
issue, he attacked Swamp Thing on 
sight when he appeared to be attacking 
Rannians, without even trying to com- 
municate with him—and in this issue, 
he didthe same thing. Also, for years, he 
has been manipulated by Sardath and 
Alanna, used, albeit humanely, as 
breeding stock, without ever realizing it. 
Granted, the Rannians presented him 
with a convincing and desirable ruse, 
but sometime, in all the years he’s been 
traveling to Rann, some clue or other 
must have presented itself. Adam is no 
detective. 

At the same time, this space-jockey 
has strong and accurate instincts anda 
good judgment of character. He imme- 
diately distrusts the sinister Thanagar- 
jans, even though his past experience 
with Katar and Shayera would point him 
toward friendly compliance. Also, once 
he communicates with Swamp Thing, 
he immediately senses his kindred, 
honorable spirit, and trusts him without 
question. Obviously, Swamp Thing did 


not present him with any convincing 
evidence of his good intentions, and 
could have easily been just another part 
of the Thanagarian scheme. Above all, 
Adam Strange has guts—sheer cowboy 
bravery when faced with insurmount- 
able odds. That is what makes him a 
hero in “Exiles,” and that is the true 
essence of the hero which has been 
with him since he first appeared, and 
which Alan has latched onto: Adam 
Strange could be you or me—he’s just a 
lucky guy who got zapped with a beam 
and became a hero without any super 
powers. Too bad it took so long for some- 
body to figure that out again. 

Alan’s vision of Rann was also imagi- 
native and complex, more than a card- 
board cityscape for Our Flyboy to whack 
monsters in. Now, we have a glimpse of 
the overall state of the planet, not just 
the city of Ranagar. We see a techno- 
logically advanced but disintegrating 
world—perhaps a warning to our own 
society. In fact, the whole story was 
something of an ecological parable, in 
which the elemental forces of Nature 
rescue life from the barren, sterile 
effects of technology. | like the stripping 
away of some of the perfect fantasy of 
Adam Strange, also; the planet of his 
dreams is dying, there are no children, 
people are starving, and Adam himself 
is really only a sperm factory to the 
citizens. The people ridicule Adam and 
mock him after he rescues them, and 
even his closest friends lie to him. In this 
way, Alan shows that the sparkling 
fantasy of Adam so far is really only a 
flawed and mortal world like his own 
Earth. 

Rick’s art was outstanding, blended 
beautifully with Alfredo’s inks, espe- 
cially on the Hawkpeople and the nifty 
red cactus Swamp Thing. Rick is 
definitely improving all the time. 

Allin all, “Exiles” was wonderful, and 
I’m anxious, as always, to see what Alan 
has brewing next issue. The portrayal of 
Adam Strange was especially refresh- 
ing and effective, and | wouldn't mind 
seeing Mr. Moore tackle the Hero of 
Rann again someday. The story was 
well-structured and exciting, and the 
characterization was a high point. Most 
of all, | liked the ending, in which Adam 
Strange makes the ultimate heroic 
gesture: realizing finally that he has 
been used for years as a “‘Stud-ape,”” 
Adam decides to ignore his pain and 
surprise, and to pretend he never caught 
on. He has been tricked and lied to—but 
he also knows that he is the true key of 
life for Rann, a hero in a way he never 
dreamed before. Pride, egotism and 
betrayal are thrown away, and Adam 
continues to play Sardath’s game. He 
has been paid in full for his services, 
after all, with comfort, glory, and 
Alanna, and his adventures have just 
begun. That is heroism. 

Sincerely, 

Robert T. Jeschonek 
129 Hostetler Rd. 
Johnstown, PA 15904 


NEXT: Swampy and Abby alone at last, 
and Alan‘s swan song. Take care all, and 
we'll see you then—Karen 
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